PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY

life, and morals. To be one's own master; that
includes both liberty and discipline.

There are not many of us left who can clearly
remember the 'eighties in Prague. You think to-day
that those were great days, because you measure
them by the great names of those days, Rieger,
Neruda, Vrchlicky; but at the time we were often
hampered by petty customs, petty means, and petty
people. ... As I always say, when I am worried
by the limitations of to-day, perhaps in fifty years
our times will appear to the people living then in
such a blaze of splendour that they will almost
envy us.
I am not an admirer of "the good old days."
Sometimes when I think that we ought to return
to the ideals of our fathers I remind myself of what
those times were like, and tell myself that we are
nearer to their ideals to-day. The world is better
than it was then; in particular our Czech world has
gained tremendously. I would punish everyone who
complains of the present day by transporting him
back into the 'eighties. I have lived long enough to
say that I believe in the future, in evolution and
progress* I should like to see how life will be a
hundred years hence.
Since the war I have slept badly, and I don't